Sustainable Consumption Opportunities for the Czech Republic?

DECLARATION

On 29 and 30 May the Czech Republic hosted the national conference ‘Sustainable Consumption – Challenge for the 21st Century’, held under the auspices of the Czech Republic’s Minister of the Environment, Libor Ambrozek, and prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in collaboration with The Czech Eco-Counselling Network (STEP), The Czech UNEP National Committee and the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic.

The conference, which was held as part of the ‘SCOPE Sustainable Consumption Opportunities for Europe’ programme, presented the document ‘Consumption Opportunities’ prepared by the UNEP Regional Office for Europe and the UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and Environment. The report is intended mainly for decision-makers, and proposes the main strategies for achieving changes towards effective, conscious and appropriate consumption.

The conference identified the basic partners for dialogue on sustainable consumption and productions as:
· Public administration (government, state administration, local government) 

· Businesses (industry, agriculture, transport, retail, distribution networks, professional associations)

· Citizens and civic initiatives 

· Educational and research organisation, media

We, the undersigned participants of the UNEP Conference and partners for future dialogue, have studied the Consumption Opportunities SCOPE programme and UNEP report and discussed possibilities for developing Sustainable Production and Consumption (SPAC) Patterns in the Czech Republic. We understand sustainable consumption in a broad sense – including human activities such as the use of and damage to nature and the landscape; the exploitation of natural resources; the production of various commodities involving material and energy inputs; services; transport, and waste management.

As an informal action group associated with the Czech UNEP National Committee we consider Sustainable Production and Consumption Patterns a key issue for sustainable development in the Czech Republic, and therefore intend to: 

· Disseminate ideas of sustainable production and consumption, e.g. by disseminating the Consumption Opportunities report among other partners 

· Promote sustainable production and consumption, including support for the marketing of environmentally friendly products and services

· Show concrete examples of positive solutions for sustainable consumption

· Approach other partners to join the initiative and create a communication network 

· Organise similar seminars on sustainable production and consumption for participants from the business sector

· Support the development of sustainable production and consumption through specific actions

As promoters of sustainable production and consumption we welcome the preparations of the Governmental Council for Sustainable Development in the Czech Republic and ask the Government to establish a specialised Committee for Sustainable Production and Consumption.

As for practical changes in production and consumption patterns, we ask all the partners for dialogue and co-operation, and especially ask the Government to:

· Establish a specialised Committee for Sustainable Production and Consumption within the Governmental Council for Sustainable Development.

· Eliminate environmentally harmful state support and subsidies and introduce a lower VAT for environmentally friendly products, renewable energy resources etc.

· Incorporate sustainable consumption criteria into its policies in all sectors.

· Prepare a new governmental programme called ‘Green Public Administration’ for lowering consumption in the public sector, supporting the marketing of environmental products and services, renewable energy, and long-term socially sensitive solutions for higher employment etc.

· Accelerate the existing Green Procurement programmes through the application of positive experience from abroad and recommendations of the OECD, UNEP and EU. 

· Public assessment of the programme supporting Environmentally Friendly Products in 2003.

· Regular analysis and comparison of indicators showing the level of SPAC in the Czech Republic and progressive countries (e.g. ‘ecological footprint’)

· Limiting unsustainable consumption, landscape exploitation, urban sprawl, and deterioration of the countryside.

· Support for the implementation of practical pilot projects of sustainable production and consumption, especially at the local level (local businesses and consumption, LETS etc.).

· Changes in laws on consumer protection and advertising in line with the ČSN ISO 14020-25 norm for limiting misleading information for consumers

· Stronger support for non-governmental and non-profit organisations concerned with sustainable production and consumption.

· Further support in disseminating the UNEP report Consumption Opportunities and its recommendations.

Prague, 30 May 2003 

List of seminar participants:

Saifrid Petr; Agency for Ecolabelling, Czech Environmental Institute, Prague; petr.saifrid@ceu.cz
Hanus Robert; Cleaner Production Center, Prague; hanus@cpc.cz
Kuskova Petra; Charles University Environmental Centre, Prague; petra.kuskova@czp.cuni.cz

Edelmann Todd; Cyklistika a energie budoucnosti, Prague; info@cyklopraha.cz
Zeman Jan; Czech Environmental Institute, Prague; jan.zeman@ceu.cz
Velek Ondrej; The Czech UNEP National Committee, Prague; ondrej.velek@ecn.cz
Mejstrikova Alena; Econnect, Prague; enviro@ecn.cz
Ebinger Frank; Ekoinstitut Freiburg; f.ebinger@oeko.de
Oehme Ines; IFF/IFZ, Procurement service, Graz; Oehme@ifz.tu-graz.ac.at

Dobes Vladimir; International Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics, Lund; vladimir.dobes@iiiee.lu.se

Kaspar Jakub; Ministry of the Environment, Prague; jakub_kaspar@env.cz
Knappova Helena; Ministry of the Environment, Prague; helena_knappova@env.cz
Markova Alena; Ministry of the Environment, Prague; alena_markova@env.cz
Meisner Zdenek; My 2000, Academy of Applied Arts; meisner@cmail.cz
Jansova Monika; Parliament deputy assistant to L. Ambrozek; jansovam@psp.cz
Prusova Jana; Pro-bio liga, Prague; janazel@volny.cz
Laburda Zdenek; Consumers Defence Association of the Czech Republic, Prague; laburda@spotrebitele.cz
Lobovsky Frantisek; Consumers Defence Association of the Czech Republic, Prague; lobovsky@spotrebitele.cz
Smejkal David; Consumers Defence Association of the Czech Republic, Prague; smejkal@spotrebitele.cz
Kanichova Kamila; Czech Eco-Counselling Network, Ostrava; step@ecn.cz
Belmont Francoise; UNEP; francoise.belmont@unep.ch

Tsutsumi Rie; UNEP; rie.tsutsumi@unep.ch

Duzi Barbora; VIS Bílé Karpaty, Veselí n. M.; visbk@bilekarpaty.cz
Remtova Kveta; University of Economics, Prague; remtova@vse.cz
Pokorny Bohumil; Healthcare Institute, Brno; pokorny@zubrno.cz
Andrt Miroslav; Healthy Lifestyle, Prague; miroslavandrt@seznam.cz
Kocianova Katerina; Green Circle, Prague; katka.kocianova@ecn.cz
Janik Miroslav; Czech Union for Nature Conservation (ČSOP), Kosenka chapter, Valašské Klobouky; kosenka@mail.walachia.cz
Gaillyova Yvonna; Czech Union for Nature Conservation (ČSOP), Veronica chapter, Brno; yvonna.gailly@ecn.cz
Stefanova Sarka; Czech Union for Nature Conservation (ČSOP), Veronica chapter, Brno; Sarka.stefanova@ecn.cz
Plaminkova Jana; MoE Newsletter, Prague; jplaminkova@volny.cz
Conference organisers:


	Ms. Francoise Belmont, Ms. Rie Tsutsumi

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

http://www.unep.org
	Yvonna Gaillyová, Kamila Kanichová

Czech Eco-Counselling Network (STEP)

step@ecn.cz; tel.: 603449385

http://www.ekoporadna.cz

	Ondřej Velek

The Czech UNEP National Committee

ondrej.velek@ecn.cz 

http://www.unep.cz
	[image: image1.png]


        
[image: image2.wmf]


_1113392910.unknown

